Fact file

	Name
	Ivor Novello

	Information
	David Ivor Davies (15 January 1893 – 6 March 1951), better known as Ivor Novello, was a Welsh

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Composer" \o "Composer" composer, singer and actor who became one of the most popular British entertainers of the early 20th century.
Novello first became known as a result of the song "Keep the Home Fires Burning", which he composed during the First World War. His 1917 show, Theodore & Co was a wartime hit, composed while Novello was in the Navy.operetta Novello wrote his musicals in the style of  and was one of the last major composers in this form. While he generally wrote his own librettos (being an experienced playwright),Christopher Hassall wrote the lyrics for most of his shows.

After the First World War, Novello pursued a film career into the 1930s. He starred in a trilogy of silent underworld-themed films beginning with The Rat(1925) and two silent films directed by Alfred Hitchcock, The Lodger and Downhill, both in 1927. Five years later, he starred in a sound remake of The Lodger and wrote the dialogue for Tarzan the Ape Man.

On stage, he occasionally played dramatic roles, such as the title character in the first London production of Ferenc Molnár's Liliom (1926). He also appeared in West End musicals of his own devising. His musicals in the 1930s were expensive, spectacular productions, with several scene changes and a large cast including many extras and dancers. The best known of these were Glamorous Night (1935) and The Dancing Years (1939). Novello later went to Hollywood and appeared in numerous successful films, but the stage remained his first love and the medium for his major successes.

In 1933, Novello coaxed the actress Zena Dare out of semi-retirement, and thereafter until his death, he often performed with her and wrote parts for her in his works. At the end of his career, he produced some of his most successful musicals, including Perchance to Dream (1945), King's Rhapsody(1949) and Gay's the Word (1951).




